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“The Faster the Funner” — Devices to Mimic Full-Auto Machine Gun Fire

According to law enforcement sources, the gunman at the Route 91 Harvest Festival shooting in Las Vegas that
resulted in 59 deaths and more than 500 injuries used semiautomatic rifles equipped with “bump-fire” devices that
enabled the guns to fire more rapidly.

Bump-fire devices are just one type of a variety of attachments sold in the United States to increase the rate of
fire of semiautomatic firearms to mimic the firepower of a fully automatic machine gun.! Most of these devices
have been determined to be legal and can be sold unencumbered by gun laws. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) is in charge of reviewing such devices to determine whether they enable a firearm
to actually function as a machine gun—in which case they are illegal to possess pursuant to the federal ban on the
possession by private citizens of machine guns manufactured after May 19, 1986.

These legal devices are promoted as allowing shooters to increase the rate of fire of semiautomatic assault
weapons. A July 22nd, 2011, article in Shooting Times promoting one device known as the Slide Fire (which
modifies the stock of a rifle) promised:

The Slide Fire stock enables you to shoot extraordinarily fast rapid-fire strings from a semi-auto rifle. It's
safe, and it’s legal. You've got to try it to believe it. | didn’t believe it at first. | watched the Slide Fire
promo, heard the hype, and wanted to believe it worked as touted. Until | got one mounted on an AR-15
[assault rifle] and tried it, | simply couldn’t believe it worked as well as it does.

The capabilities offered by the Slide Fire system are going to be compared to full automatic fire, and it's
easy to see why, but very importantly, this is not a full auto system! Slide Fire Solutions went directly to
the BATF during development and got the system inspected and approved as legal for civilian ownership.
All it does is enhance the shooter’s ability to trip the trigger faster—-much faster. And as we all know, the
faster the funner.

According to a dealer selling the TAC CON Trigger System (which modifies a rifle’s trigger function), “Once
installed, the 3MR will allow the shooter to reach higher rates of fire without compromising accuracy.”

YouTube is replete with videos of individuals demonstrating the use of these and similar devices.

These devices skirt current law by enabling shooters to increase the rate of fire of semiautomatic firearms without
technically converting the gun to a fully automatic machine gun. Moreover, because ATF considers them only to
be a firearm part, they are not regulated by federal gun laws.

Such devices have been previously used in high-profile incidents. The TEC DC-9 assault pistol used to kill eight
and wound six in a mass shooting at the Pettit and Martin law firm in San Francisco in 1993 was equipped with a
Hellfire trigger activator. And David Koresh, the leader of the Branch Davidian Cult in Waco, Texas, reportedly
told law enforcement officials that he used Hellfire trigger activators on semiautomatic rifles.
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For more information contact Kristen Rand, legislative director, Violence Policy Center, krand@vpc.org or (202)
822-8200 x 102.

! Semiautomatic firearms fire one round per trigger pull. Fully automatic firearms (machine guns) fire more than one round with
a single function of the trigger.
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