
THEFACTS
ONE IN FIVE POLICE OFFICERS SLAIN
IN THE LINE OF DUTY ARE KILLED WITH
AN ASSAULT WEAPON!
At least 41 of the 211—or one in five—law enforcement officers killed in the
line of duty between January 1, 1998, and December 31, 2001, were killed
with assault weapons according to Fe d e ral Bureau of Investigation data.

The Washington, DC-area
snipers used a “post-
ban” assault rifle and
killed 10.

The Bushmaster XM15 used by the

Washington, DC-area snipers to kill 10

and wound three in October 2002 is the

poster child for the gun industry ’s

cynical efforts to circ u m vent the federa l

assault weapons ban. Bushmaster eve n

a d ve rtises the gun—based on the

banned Colt AR-15 assault rifle—as a

“post-ban” Carbine.

THE BAN MUST BE RENEWED
AND STRENGTHENED
In 1994 Congress banned assault weapons and high-capacity

ammunition magazines. This law will expire on September 13 ,

2004, unless Congress takes action.

WHAT DID THE 1994 LAW DO?
The law banned a list of 19 assault weapons—guns such as the AK-47, UZI, Colt AR-15, TEC-9, MAC - 10, and others. It

also classified as assault weapons firearms with specific design characteristics. Finally, it banned the pro d u c t i o n

and sale of new, high-capacity ammunition magazines. 

HOW THE GUN
INDUSTRY BEAT THE
1994 LAW
Immediately after its passage, the gun

i n d u s t ry moved quickly to make slight design

changes in its weapons to evade the law.

Today gunmakers openly boast of how they

c i rc u m vent and defy the assault we a p o n s

ban. “Sp o rt e r i zed,” post-ban versions of

banned assault we a p o n s — m a n u f a c t u re d

h e re and abroad—flood the civilian market.

As Gun Wo r l d magazine noted in an August

2001 review of the Vepr II, a “s p o rt e r i ze d ”

version of the AK-47 (Avtomat Ka l a s h n i k ov )

assault rifle: “In spite of assault rifle bans,

bans on high capacity magazines, the

rantings of the anti-gun media and the rifle’s

innate political incorrectness, the [AK-47]

Ka l a s h n i k ov, in various forms and guises, has

flourished. Today there are probably more

models, accessories and parts to choose

f rom than ever before . ”

WHY THE BAN NEEDS
STRENGTHENING

STOPPING GUN VIOLENCE. SAVING LIVES.
VIOLENCEPOLICYCENTER

THE FEDERAL ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN
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HOW “SPORTERIZING” AND OTHER
COSMETIC CHANGES ALLOW
GUNMAKERS TO BEAT THE BAN

RENEWAL ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH
The gun industry has successfully evaded the 1994 law. Simple

renewal of the existing ban is not enough to address the seve re danger

assault weapons pose to public safety. The ban must be updated with

substantial improvements to pre vent the gun industry from continuing

to flood America’s streets with these deadly weapons, placing our

c i t i zens, police, and communities at risk.

STRENGTHENING THE FEDERAL 
ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN
The 1994 assault weapons law must not only be re n e wed. It must also be strengthened and improved. Le g i s l a t i o n

pending in Congress, the “Assault Weapons Ban and Law Enforcement Protection Act of 2003” (S. 1431, H.R. 203 8 ) ,

will do this. This legislation will:

• expand the list of named assault we a p o n s ;

• improve the “c h a racteristics test” to capture a l l assault we a p o n s ;

• grant the Justice Depart m e n t ’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex p l o s i ves some discretion to classify

specific firearms as assault we a p o n s ;

• ban manufacturers from using pre-ban, high-capacity ammunition magazines in post-ban weapons; and,

• ban the importation of high-capacity ammunition magazines. 

P R E - B A N P O ST- B A N

LEARN MORE
To learn more about the federal assault weapons ban and the need to

renew and strengthen the law, visit the Violence Policy Center’s web action

center at w w w. b a n a s s a u l t we a p o n s . o rg.

VIOLENCE POLICY CENTER • NATIONAL OFFICE 1140 19th St. NW. Ste. 600  Washington, DC 20036  voice 202.822.8200  fax 202.822.8205

• CALIFORNIA OFFICE P.O. Box 17053  Beverly Hills, CA  90209  voice 310.247.8227  fax 310.247.8219

THE
VIOLENCE
POLICY
CENTER

The Violence Policy Center is a national

n o n p rofit educational org a n i z a t i o n

working to stop gun death and injury. To

learn more about the Violence Po l i c y

Center or to make a tax-deductible, on-

line gift to support our work, visit

w w w. v p c . o rg .

WHAT IS AN 
ASSAULT
WEAPON?
Civilian assault weapons can be rifles,

pistols, or shotguns. They are

semiautomatic (firing one bullet per

trigger pull), military-style, anti-

personnel firearms. Unlike true military

weapons, they are not fully automatic

(firing bullets as long as the trigger is

depressed). Military and civilian

assault weapons share key design

features: pistol grips or barrel shrouds

that allow the weapon to be “spray-

fired” from the hip; and, the ability to

accept detachable, high-capacity

ammunition magazines holding from 10

to 100 rounds of ammunition. These

features make it possible for the

shooter to fire quickly across a

relatively wide area with a lethal spray

of bullets. This increased lethality

makes assault weapons particularly

dangerous in civilian use and explains

their appeal to mass murderers, cop

killers, and other violent criminals. It

also distinguishes them from true

hunting or target weapons.
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